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;S‘om‘e exatmples of Sex characteristics (WHO)

4 Women menstruate while men do not. 4 Men have
testxcles while women do not. ¢ Women have developed breasts.

* that are usually cabable of locating while men have not. 4 Men

generally have more massive bones than women.

VExamples of gender characteristics (WHO) :

< In most countries world wide, women earn 31gn1f1canﬂy
less money than men for work of equal value. % In most countries,

* ‘women do more housework than men. % In country X’ many
-more men than women smoke as female smoking has not "

traditionally been considered appropriate.
4. . Write a note on ‘Gender discrimination’. .

Ans: Gender discrimination means ‘discrimination based
on a persons gender or sex, which more often affects girls and

- women. Because of gender discrimination, girls and women do

not have the same opportunities as boys and men foreducation,
meaningful careers, political influences and economic

~advancement. Gender discrimination occurs when sexes are

treated unequally. Gender discrimination is not based solely on

© gender differences but on how people are treated differently -

because of their sex. So gender discrimination is the unfair

" treatment of a person because of gender It affects both men and
. women.

Major causes for Gender dlscrlmmatxon in Indxa

o Though the Indian constitution provides equal rights and privileges -
. for men and women and makes equal provision to improve the -

status of women in society, majority of women are still unable to

' enjoy the rights and opportunities guaranteed to them.

Traditional value system, low level of literacy, more

: household responsibilities, lack of awareness, non availability of-

proper guidance, low mobility, lack of self confidence, family
discouragement and advanced science ‘and technology are some

“ of the factors responsible to create gender disparity in our society.

The most important causes of gender disparity are poverty,
illiteracy, unemployment social customs, belief and antl-female
attitude.
: “Changing the face of gender discrimination : In
order for there to be change in perceived gender roles two
important considerations come into play : '

7
‘1. Both sexes are at least partially to blame : Men

- -and women both have gender roles that are defined by any given
- society and gender roles and stereotypes are created by and also

‘perpetuated by both sexes. By the same taken, women are not

the only ones demanding equality, many men also fight hard for
- the rlghts of women.

2. Social attitudes must be changed Gender roles

‘ and. stereotypes-leads to in the work place against women and
: agaxrtst men-- and in society at large. In order for discriminatory
- practices:to ‘end, - .change must begin in societal values and

attitudes; but-equal rights must be enforced by laws because
individual members of societies will never all thinks the same.
4. What are the characteristics of patriarchal system?

 Ans: Patriarchy is a social system in which males hold
pnmary power and predominate in roles of political leadership,
moral authority, social privilege and control of property. In the
domaln ‘of the family, fathers or father flgures hold authority over
women and children.

* So, a patriarchal social system can be defined as a system

where men are in authority over women in all aspects of society.

- Characteristics of a patriarchal system : Some
charactenstlc of a patriarchal system include :

1. Male dominance : In a patriarchal system, men make

- all decisions in both society and in their family unit, hold all

positions of power and authority, and are considered superior.
2. Male identification : Men are concentrated with

identification that includes qualities of control, strength,
forcefulness, rationality, strong work ethic and’ competitiveness.

Each of these qualities contribute to male identification in a
patriarchal system.

3. Male Centredness : Ina patriarchal system, the center

of activity and progression is:on men and what they do to move
the society forward. In any patriarchal system, men will be the
focus and developer of all events and inventions, men will be the
heroes in all situations, and men will be the centre of social
engagement, fun and entertainment.

-~ 4. Obsession with control : Men living in a patriarchal
system or society must be in control at all times. They have a
desire to control all social and family situations and must make
all decisions regarding finances and education.
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Improved bea]th Educated girls and women are aware of

- the importance of health and hygiene. Through health education,

they are empowered to lead a healthy life style. Educated mothers
can take better care of both herself and her baby. ‘

a Dignity and honour : Educational women are now looked

- upon with dignity and honour. They become a source of

. inspiration for millions of young girls who make them their role

models.

Justice : Educated women are more mformed of their rights
for justice. It would eventually lead to decline in instances of
violence and injustice against women such as dowry, forced
prostitution, child marriage, female foeticide efc. o

_Choice to choose a profession of her choice : Educated
women can prove be highly successful in the fields of life. A girl
child should set equal opportunity for education, so that, she can
plan to become a successful doctors, engineers, nurses, air
hostesses, cook, or choose a professxon of her choice.

- Alleviate poverty : Women education is a pre-requisite to
alleviate poverty. Women need to take equal burden of the massive
- task of eliminating poverty. This would demand massive

. contribution from educated women. There cannot be much social
and economic changes unless girls and women are glven their

- rights for education.

~ 7. What are the benéﬁts or advantages of womens ;

Education ?

Ans : % Women who are educated are more able to
influence their future. ¢ Women who are educated are able to
reduce poverty. ¢ Women who are educated reduce the risk of
child mortality. 4 Women who are educated — are 50% more
hkely to have their child immunized. ¢ Women who are educated

~ are less likely to be taken advantage of; less likely to contract -

- HIV/AIDS. % Women who are educated - are less likely to become

victims of domestic or sexual abuse. ¢ Women who are educated

- — reduce corruption and change the conditions that lead to
terrorism. ¢ Women who are educated - are better equipped to
contribute to the family income. € Women who are educated —
are healthier and tend to have greater self esteem and self

" confidence. 4 Women who are educated — help contribute and
prosper their community. ¢ Women who are educated — see the
potential and need to promote education in others.

1

UNIT - 2 =
- FACTORS AFFECTING
GENDER DISCRIMINATION

1. Explain different factors influencing gender
- differences and practices i.e. (A) Inequality in ratio
(b) Female mfantncnde, (c) Feticide (D) Crime
(E) Violence
Ans. (A) Inequality in sex ratio : The sex ratio is the
ratio of males to females in a population.
Causes for inequality in sex ratio : The following

-~ factors have been identified as responsible for the inequality of

ratio:

1. Difficult Enumeration : The lower percentage of female
may be partially attributed to the unequal enumeration of males
and females in census counting. 7

2. Higher Female Mortality : The most important reason
for lower female ratio is the higher mortality of female children as
well as mothers.

3.-Male Dominated Emigration : It can be easily accepted
that international ‘migration in India is male dominated. This
however cannot be said to be a very important point since not
many people emigrate from India to outside countries.

4. I ower Social Status of Women : The most important
factor is the lower social status of Indian women resulting into
insufficient medical aid and nutritive provisions.

5. Misuse of the Technology : Pre natal sex determination
is the main reason of low sex ratio in India followed by abortion
of female foetuses. :

-6. Patriarchal System : The patriarchal societies in many
parts of India have translated their prejudices and bigotry into a
compulsive preferences for boys and discriminations against the
girl child.

(B) Female Infanticide: Female infanticide is a deliberate
and intentional act of killing a female child within one year of its
birth- either directly by using poisonous organic and inorganic

~ chemicals or indirectly by deliberate neglect to feed the infant by

either one of the parents or other family members.
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Natural soc1ahzatlon occurs when infants and youngsters

explore, play and discover the social world around them.
Planned socialization occurs when other people take ac’ﬂons
designed to teach or train others from infancy on:

Positive socialization is the type of social learning that is -
" based on pleasurable and exciting experiences.- ’

~ Negative socialization occurs when others use punishment,

harsh criticisms or anger to try to "teach us a lesson" and often

- we come to dislike both negative socialization and the people
who impose it on us.

Socialization & Women Education : If a broad profile

“were drawn of the common experience of growing up female in

Indian society, it would highlight physical restrictions as well as

mental or psychological negativity communicated to little girls from

birth onwards. The idea of life-long dependence and insecurity.
get communicated in terms of marriage and motherhood being

the sole objectives of a woman's life. Communication of deep-
rooted beliefs, such as the 'impurity' of menstruation, enables girls
to internalize their lower ritual status under patriarchy.

Transmission of culturally sanctioned attitudes constitutes the

- gendering process which guides gitls into becoming socxally
- acceptable women. Socialization in the family setting receives
- powerful reinforcement from the modern media, including both

- TV and cinema, which use these basic elements of culture to
- weave commermally successful products which perpetruate

~tradition both in terms of its material practlces & attitudes.
Girls education needs to be looked at in a far wider and

‘more complex and nuanced perspective than what is generally
- applied with reference to gender parity. This wider perspective

- needs to be constructed on the basis of the realization that girls
- lives and education is contemporary India continue to be shaped
. by historical force which have their roots in culture. The specificity

. -of India's patriarchy lies in the relation between gender and caste. -

-The concepts-of purity and pollution are fundamental to caste,
and though women themselves are deemed "impure", the major
burden of the maintenance oof caste purity rests on them. An
engagement with the structures of knowledge and power is

, necessary to devise a new policy and strategies for girls education..

4. - Write a short note on 'Rural societies & Glrls
education’'.

“Ans. Women are the centres of the any famlly. It is an
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establishedrfact that there are three evil in the social status of

~ rural women -in India. llliteracy, poverty and illness still provide

huge challenges in rural areas and women are among the most
vulnerable groups. Due to the circumstances women contribute
to the economy and to. the combating poverty through both

_. remunerated and unremunerated work at home, in the community

and at the work place.
The Government of India launched a centrally sponsored
scheme "Incentive to Girls for Secondary Education in 2008-09.

“According to the scheme, a sum of Rs.3000/- is deposited in the

name of the eligible girls as fixed deposit, who are entitled to
with draw it along with interest thereon reaching 18 years of age
and she should have already passed 10th class examination. The
scheme covers (i) all girls belonging to SC/ST communities, who
pass class VIII and (ii). all girls who pass VIII examination from

‘Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas and enroll in class IX in

Government, Govt aided and local body schools. The objective
of the scheme is to establish an enabling environment to reduce
the dropouts and to promote the enrolment of girl child belonging
mainly to SC/ST communities in secondary schools. 15.70 lakh
girls have been benifited so far under the scheme. So far 3.11
lakh girls have benefitted in the year 2012-13.

In 2015, 3.7 million eligible girls were out of school and in
rural areas gitls receive an average of fewer than four years of
education. In rural households and especially amongst the poor,
the girl child in a valuable resource for house work and in the
fields, an additional hand that cannot be wasted away through
an education with almost invisible gains and far too heavy a

price that most rural and poor families cannot afford to pay. In

our so-called 'modern India' estimates show that for every 100
girls in rural India only a single one reaches class 12 and almost
40% of girls leave school even before reaching the fifth standard
and more than 15% children in schools can't read a simple story
in Hindi, our national language.

There are many more contributing factors for this situation
in rural areas such as the distance of schools from the
corresponding villages, lack of sanitation facilities in schools,
shortage of female teachers, gender bias in curriculum etc.
Q5. Explain the girls education in urban societies.

Ans. According to National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
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UNIT - 3

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES AND
CHANGING STATUS OF WOMEN

1. What are the Historical perspectives and changing

_status of women in Epic and Vedic age with
reference to Kaikeyi, Sathyabhama, Gargi,
- Maitreyi and Lopamudra.

, Ans : Women in Vedic Period In the Vedic penod (4000—»
1000 BC) matriarchy was replaced by patriarchy. Within limits
and limitations of a Patriarchal System, it is said that women in "
- Vedic period enjoyed a high status. In that society widow

remarriages were allowed. Being grown up and educated, ti:e

Vedic women were married at a mature age and had a voice in -

the selection of their life partners. The women were free to attend

and visit public places and social gatherings. Marriage was not

compulsory for every girl. Those women who remained unimarried

~and grew old in the house of her parents were called '‘Amaju.’ .
In the Rig-Vedic period, women enjoyed full freedom for
~ their spiritual progress and intellectual development. The examples

of Maitreya and Gargi, the two women scholars in Vedanta, are

well known. References are available in the Vedic hterature of a

ritual that ensures the birth of a scholarly daughter.
Daughters like sons were intiated into Vedic studies and

had to lead a life of studentship (Brahmacharya) devoted to
' learnmg self-control and discipline. Many women rose to become
Philosophers well-versed in the sacred texts, poetesses, and -
- teachers and participated in scholarly debates. Some of them ¥
* composed the hymns of the Rig-Veda.

Women in Epic Period The high standard of women's

~ education set up during the Vedic age was fortunately continued

to a large extent during the epic age as well: The Ramayana and
Mahabharata, (500 BC - 200 AD) the epics of India, are

resplendent with acts and achievements of a good many learned -
~and qualified women. The Mahabharata, a literary creation, gave

sanction to many new social customs of inter-racial and inter-

. caste marriages. The Mahabharata viewed the nature of women
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as inherently base and exhorted them to observe piety and
obedience to their men.

According to Upadhyay Neelam, "Under the impact of
images created and sustained in Hinduism, women are regarded
on the one hand as the embodiment of purity and spiritual power,

 on the other hand they are viewed as essentially weak and
dependent creatures requiring constant guardianship of men."

- Kaikeyi : Kaikeyi in the Indian epic Ramayana, was one
of king Dasharatha's three wives and queen of Ayodhya. In
Ayodhyakand Rama says that Kaikeyi is their younger mother,

Kaikeyi was mother of Bharata. The term Kaikeyi in Sanskrit

means belonging to Kekeya Kingdom, referring the ruling family

~of the Kekaya clan, to whom Kaikeyi belonged. Kaikeyi was

daughter of king Ashwapati.

'~ Early Life : As daughter of the mighty Ashwapati, a Long-
term ally of Kosala, Kaikeyi married Dasharatha as his second
wife. '

Rama along with Sita and Lakshmana went to the forest
because of Kaikeyi's demand. Kaikeyi is interested in making his
own sun as king of Ayodhya. So she requested Dasharatha to
send Rama to forest and make Bharata as king of Ayodhya. So
she requested Dasharatha to send Rama to forest and make
Bharata as King.

Sathyabhama: Sathyabhama is the second most
important wife of the God Krishna. The second wife of Krishna,
the avatar of the God Vishnu, Sathyabhama is believed to be an

| - avatar of Bhudevi, the earth goddess and consort of Vishnu. She

is known for her strong will and tantrums. She aided Krishna
defeat the demon Narakasura. .

Gargi: Gargi Vacha Knavi (born about 700 Bc) was an
ancient Indian philosopher in Vedic Literature she is honored as
a great natural philosopher, renowned expounder of the Vedas,
and known as Brahmavadini, a person with knowledge of Brahma
vidva. In sixth and eighth Brahmana of Brihadaranyaka
Upanishad, her name is prominent as she participates in the
brahmayajna, a philosophic debate organized by king Janaka of
Videha and challenges the sage Yajnavalkya with perplexing
questions on the issue of Atman (soul). She is also said to have
written many hymns in the Rigveda. She remained a celibate all
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and many more afterwards. The Rani escaped to Kalpi and jointly
with the Maratha general Tantya Tope than seized Gwalior. In

_the battle of Kotah Ki Serai in which the British Forces commanded
by Sir Hugh Rose conquered Gwalior, Fought on 17 and 18 June
1858 she died.

Chennamma : Klttur Chennamma (23 October 1778-02

| February 1829) was the queen of Kittur, a princely state in

Karnataka. She was one of the Indian Female ruler to lead an
armed rebellion against the British East India company in 1824
because of the effect of doctrine of Lapse. The resistance ended

with her arrest and she became a symbol of the Independence

Movement in India. In the state of Karnataka, she is celebrated
along with Abbakka Rani, Keladi Chennamma and onake obavva,
as the foremost women warriors and patriots. :

Burial place : Rani Chennammas Samyadhi or Burial -

place is in Bailhongal taluk, but is in neglected state with poor
- maintenance and the place in surrounded by a small park

" maintained by Government agencies.

~Rudramadevi : Rani Rudramadevi or Rudradeva

Maharaja sometimes spelled Rudramadevi or Rudramadevi was -

a Monarch of the Kakatiya dynasty in the Deccan plateau from
1263 until her death. She was one of the very Few women to rule
"~ as Monarchs in India and promoted a male image in order to do
SO0. : o AT '
: She was the first and the only woman to rule over Andhra.
 She was married to Veera Bhadra, but lost him early. -

The yadava king Mahadeva invaded the Kakatiya empire

during the years 1268-70. But nothing came out of this. It was a

. mereraid and did not result in any loss of territory to the Kakatiyas.
3. What are the perspectives and changing status of

~women in British age with special reference to a}
Victoria b) Elizebeth c¢) Noor Jahan
, ‘Women in British Period : During the British rule, the
position of women was miserable. The freedom they enjoyed
during the Vedic times was long forgotten: It was Raja Ram Mohan

‘Roy who came forward and took a very bold step to abolish the -

custom of ‘Sati Sahagamana’ which was a very cruel ritual
imposed on women. The status of women reached its lowest ebb
- in India during the British period - that is 18% Century. But in due
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- course of time, many new forces came into existence slowly and”
- steadily helped to upgrade her status. According to Encyclopaedia

of Women. “The Brisish rule, no doubt tried to check all these evil

- practices and to put an end to them.” Some of the legislative acts
~ passed by the British-helped to improve the status of women.

Christian missionaries and Indian social reformers like Raja ram

Mohan Roy, Ishwar:Chandra Vidyasagar, Dayananda

Saraswathi, Annie Besant; Rama Bai Ranade, Pandit Rama Bai

“Saraswathi, D.K. Karve opposed several inhuman customs such

as infanticide, infant marriage, enforced widowhood, illiteracy,
purdah etc. As a result of such literacy endeavors, the cruelties

~ against women were recognised by law. It is noteworthy that

from the nineteenth century along with men; women also began
to work for the elevation of the status of women in the society.
Victoria : Victoria (Alexandrina Victoria; 24 May 1819 -
22 January 1901) was queen of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland from 20 June 1837 until her death. From 1
May 1876, she adopted the additional title of EMPress of India.
Victoria Married was the daughter of prince Edward, Duke
of kent and strathearn, the fourth son of King George Ill. Both
the Duke of kent and king George Ill died in 1820, and Victoria
was raised under close supervision by her German born Mother

- princess Victoria of saxe —~ Coburg — Saal feld. She inherited the

thronge aged 18, after her fathers three elder brothers had all
died, leaving no surviving Legitimate children. The United

- Kingdom was already an established constitutional Monarchy, in

which the sovereign held relatively little direct political power.

_ Privately, Victoria attempted to influence Government Policy and

Ministerial appointments publicly she became a National Icon
who was identified with strict standards of Personal Morality.

~ Victoria Married her first cousin, prince Albert of Saxe-
Coburg and Gotha, In 1840. After Alberts death in 1861, Victoria
plunged into deep mourning and avoided public appearances.

Her reign of 63 years and seven months is known as the

Victorian era. It was a period of Industrial, cultural, political,
Scientific and military change within the united ngdom and
was marked by a great expansion of the British empire. She was
the last British Monarch of the house of Hanover.

Elizabeth 1 of England: Elizabeth was queen of England
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brllllant pohtxcal strategist-and thmker Indira- possessed an
extraordinary desire for political power.

Indira Gandhi,-from her early years was ac’ﬂve in the
national liberation struggle. During the 1930 movement, she
forthed the 'Vanar:Sena!, chﬂdrens brigade to help freedom
fighters.

She became a: member of the Indlan Natlonal Congress in
1938 -Her public-activity:entered ‘a new phase with India's

Independence in 1947:She took over the responsibility of running
the Prime Minister's house:: The Congress, which had been her

political home ever since her ¢hildhood, soon drew her into leading
political roles, first as member of the Congress Working Committee
in 1955 and later as amember of the Central Parliamentary Board
in 1958. In 1959, she elected as President of the Indian National

Congress. She onented Congress society and enthused the younger
generation with task of nation-building.

- In the eventful years of her leadership as Prime Minister,

Indian society underwent profound changes. She was unremitting
in her endeavor for the unity and solidarity of the nation. A staunch
defender of the secular-ideals of the Constitution, she worked

~ tirelessly for the social and economic advancement of the -
- minorities She had a vision of a modern sglf-reliant and dynamic.

- economy. She fought boldly and vigorously against communalism,
~ obscurantism, revivalism and religious fqn’damentali_sm of all types.
She repeatedly warned ‘the nation that communalism and
obscurantism were the tools employed by the forces of
destabilization. She laid down her life in defense of the ideals on
- which the unity and integrity of the Republic are founded. The
‘martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi and Indira Gandhi for upholding
" the unity of India will reverberate across the centuries. Rarely in

~history has one single individual come to be identified totally with
- the fortunes of a country. She became the indomitable symbol of

India's self-respect and self-confidence. Death came to her when
~she was at her peak, when her stature and influence were
acclaimed the world over.

Indira Gandhi was, undoubtediy, one of the greatest political
leaders of India. She was the first and only woman to be elected
" as the Prime Minister. She is also ra qarded as the most

controversial political leader of the coumrv ior her unprecedented »
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decision of imposing "a: state of emergericy". She was also
criticized for carrying-out the‘Operation Blue-Star in Punjab that
eventually scripted-her assassination on 31 Octobr 1984.

- b: Sushma Swaraj: Sushma Swaraj is an Indian

. Politician, Former supreme court lawyer and the current minister
- -of External Affairs-of:India:-Swaraj is the second woman to be
- India's minister.of External-Affairs, after Indira Gandhi she has
- been elected seven times as-a member of parliament and three

times ‘as a member:of legislative assembly. At the age of 25 in

1977, she became:the youngest cabinet minister of North Indian

_State of Haryana:She also served as 5th chief Minister of Delhi

for a brief term in 1998.
In the 2014 Indian General election, she won the Vidisha

constituency in Madhya Pradesh, for a second term. She became

the External Affairs mester in the union cabinet on 26th May
2014, '

. Early Life and Education: Sushma Swaraj was born
at Amabala Cantt, Haryana-on 14-02-1952 to Hardev Sharma
and Shrimati Laxmi Devi: Educated Sanatan Dharma College in
Ambala Cantonment and earned a bachelors degree with majors
in Sanskrit-and Pohtxcal Science. She studied Law at Punjab
University.

Career: In 1973 Swaraj started practice as an advocate
in the Supreme Court of India.
Personal Life: During the times of Emergency, on July

13, 1973 Sushma Swaraj Married Swaraj Kaushal a peer and

fellow advocate at the Supreme Court if Incha The couple have a
daughter Bansuri.

Awards: % She was given the Best speaker award by the
Haryana State Assembly. # Sushma Swaraj received the Best
Parliamentarian award twice in the years 2008 and 2010. She is
the first ever and the only woman M.P to receive the outstanding
Parliamentarian -award.

Shirani Bandaranayake: Sirima Ratwatte Dias
Bandaranaike commonly known as Sirimavo Bandaranaike was
a Srilankan States woman and politician and the modern world's

_First Female head of government. She served as Prime Minister

of Ceylon and Srilanka three times, 1960-65, 1970-77 and 1994-
2000 and was a long-time leader of the Srilankan Freedom party.
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the horrible lwing éondltléns they endured at therh'andrs of callous

and cruel guards: She-also'learned that the drug trade was ahve

~and well inside the prison.

“One of- her first: official acts was to. mamtam a complamt
box: Prisoners could lodge complaints about treatment or express

- =~ concerns on paper. They would then place the paper into a box

that was locked until Bedi-unlocked it. She personally read these

- complaints every day and acted upon them. Unethical and illegal

“power of guards ‘over prisoners dissipated. Prisoners began to
believe that they would at least get fair treatment.

' As per Bedi's orders, sanitation problems were corrected

: and proper nutrition was provided. Bedi introduced drug treatment

programs_and created ‘an-atmosphere that encouraged prayer

and meditation. theracy programs were instituted wherein

educated prisoners put their skills to hood use teaching their fellow
prisoners. Legal advocacy by inmates who were lawyers was
encouraged. Bedi had trees planted in a central area of the prison
to put a tangible expression to the environment she planned to
create. Bedi then took-a bold step to reinforce the positive

behavioral changes: resultmg from the many programs she had
instituted. She began a course in Vipassana, an ancient technique
-~ of self-purification, which has expenenced a pubiit. revival in India
-~ after having been all but lost for zznturies. Partlcxpants spent a

rigorous ten days in meditation and prayer, learmng to observe

themselves. Talking, reading, drinking, smoking, and sexual activity

were forbidden during this period of confinement. No one might
leave once the course has begun and the periods to eat, rest,'and

‘meditate were strictly scheduled. As fhe course progressed the

participant was brought face-io face with himself. This reality

~ check has had a positive impact on many of the pnsomerc Many
prisoners felt the course rehabilitated thern as it forced them to

liik directly and without excuses into their dark sides. More than

1,000 prisoners signed up for the second offering of the course.

Today, two courses per month are offered at the prison. Dr. Kiran
Bedi's achievements and hard work have not gone unnoticed.

She receive the Police Medal for Gallantry as well as the Asia.
Region Award for Work in Prevention of Drug abuse. In 1994
she was awarded the Ramon Magsasay Award, also known as

the Asian Nobel Prize. In 1997, Bedi was the recipient of the
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Swiss-German Joseph Beuys Award for Holistic and Innovative- '-
Management. With her hard work and strong determmatxon she

~could prove herself as a successful woman.

KALPANA CHAWLA : Kalpana Chawla was born on-
March 17, 1961. She was an Indian-American astronaut with
NASA. She was one of seven crewmembers kllled in the Space

» Shutile Columbia disaster.

Kalpana Chawla was born in a family at Karnal (Haryana)
in 1961 to Banarasi Lal Chawla and Sanjyothi. She was born in
Model Town Karnal. Her interest in flying was inspired by
J.R.D.Tata, a pioneering Indian aviator and industrialist. Kalpana
has two sisters, Sunit and Deepa, and a brother, Sanjay. As she
was the youngest, the family members gave her the nickname
"Montu." In 1983, she met and married Jean-Pierre Harrison, a
f}ying instructor and aviation writer. She became a US citizen in

990.

Education: Chawla completed her earlier schooling at
Tagore Public School, Karnal. She earned her Bachelor of
Engineering B.E degree in aeronautical engineering from Punjab
Engineering College in Chandigarh in 1982. She move to the
United States in 1982 and obtained an M.S. degree in aerospace
enginerring. Chawla went on to earn a second M.S degree in
1986 and a Ph.D. degree in aerospace engineering in 1988 from
the University of Colorado at Boulder. Later that year she began
working NASA as vice-president of Overset Methods, Inc. where
she did CFD research on Vertical/Short Takeoff and Landing.
Chawla held a Certificated Flight Instructor rating for airplanes,
gliders and Commercial Pilot licenses for single and multy-engine

_ airplanes, seaplanes and gliders. She held an FCC and was issued

Technician Class Amateur Radio license. - :

NASA Career: Kalpana Chawla Jomed the NASA
astronaut corps in March 1995 and was selected for her first flight
in 1998. :

Her first space mission began on November 19, 1997 as
part of the six astronaut crew that flew the Space Shuttle Columbia
flight STS-87. Chawla was the first Indian-born woman and the
second person of Indian origin to fly in space following cosmonaut
Sharma who flew in 1984 in a Soviet spacecraft. On her first
mission Chawla traveled over 10.4 million miles in 252 orbits of




‘L6101 L96T woy
CHYSeIRURA JO JUSWIUIBAOL) ‘sIief)y Alejuawerie pue Buisnop]
‘WsHNO], ‘uoqIyoid ‘yieeH ONqng “sstuly Andac]

P2y suonisod *(£002-v002) ueyiseley jo iouznon
uewiom jsiy a2y} pue yyg oyl pue (9661-1661) 2yqesio]
3} Ul geARIUy WO JUsWelie] Jo Joquly (8861-986T) 2Uqes
effey ay} jo uewomireyo Aindap sem pue (G861-2961) Alquiassy
aale[siba] eiyseieyep] 2y} Jo jaquialwi e se enysereyep
‘PLysiq uoeblep ur Aduansuod peqelpy pajussaidal ed

] : “ayep 0}
Pajsajuod ays Jei uonoale ajbuls e 3so] Suiaey jou jo uogounsp
anbyun ay} sfofus ayg Aouanisucd JeaeIeury oy} Woij suonoa[g
[e12U20) T66T 243 Ut BYQRS 30T WO T 2U3 O} juaUelred JO JoquIsjy
© Se papaja Iaje] pue Op6T O GR6T WOl eyqes eAfey ayp ui
juswelIed JO I2qQUIBIA B Se Paalas aUs Jajjealay ] 'sse(] wey pue

eqed 1jo1ey] WadN YHm sdlfapayossd pawunsuod ays jey; panaljaq
SL )l pue 69-/961 woy juawuayybyg femuidg 105 anbes| ayp -

JO Juaplsald sem [ed "ZQ61 Ul RIPU| O} Jisia sy Buump fref jione
Braqsuiy djay 03 souanjjur Jay pasn ayg ‘Braqsuie) uapy nnb
a1ddiH a3 Jo 2jURPYUOD pUR PR 2SO © sem ed "G6T [mun

fduaniysuod (xebeN repnpy) peqeipg ay; WOl YAl Se sawiy inoj .

Papaje Alsnonunuod sem ays fusnbasqng Aouanigsucd Ajquiassy

uoeBjep ay) woy ainje[siba] ajelS eRYSRIRYRI 2U) O] uono[

151 Yoy Pa}saju0d Afnjssaoons ays /g jo abe BunoA aup 3y
"HNOY) pigsy uoedep ay; je tadme] Supnoeid e se 1sa1ed
Jeuorssajoid 12y pajiels [ped eyqueld 1ood 2y} Jo yidn a1 10§

‘Ajferoadsa ‘sapiafoe [RID0S SNOMEA UO PAYION : 123120
' ‘Requuiog jo Ajsiaaluf)
a3y jo ‘abafjo) meT JuawuIaA0L) aY} WOl 2a15ap me[ e paurejqo
ays ‘Iaye] ‘Juaprys me| e se saIpnys Jay pansmd ays ‘Y ue
Se Uanj "sjuatreuino} 2je1bajod -12jul snopen Je spiaiys. [e1anas

uom pue sfuug) 2]qey ur pajjeoxe ‘spods ur ped aagoe 300} ays

‘aba{jod ul 2y "euoo ] jo ARsIBAIUQ) DU} Yiim pajeljjje uay} sem
YIym ‘uoeSiep ur aBafjo)) eyjrep 22{/00) 24} WO SOILOUOIT pue

20U [0 Ul 22152p s Jejseut Jay paure}qo Joye] pue uoeSep |

‘efie[efipl\ HY Woy uoyeonps AlIea I8y paaladal ayg

: reqysereyepy ‘PLgsiq uoedrep
jo abefia uoeypeN Ul Uioq sem [ eyqueld oy Aprey

€e

‘Temeyyayg ybuig uoireyq [eau

jsareau J2y Bunealap 002 A[Np 6T UO ploY uowd2[2 fenuepisoxd
ay} uom ayg e uelpyu] pue pajup) Buini a2y} Aq pareunuou

sem {(DN]) SS2ibuo)) [eucyeN UeIpuj ay}.Jo Jequidul e St 34S

‘we npqQy P4’V I Buipaadons {4007 ANP-YIGE Uo eipuj Jo
),uaéggs}gxld ggig L[;i)/‘{\s sem ayg "2d1jj0 2y} PjOYy 0} Uewiom jsiij pue
erpuj jo oygndey 2y Jo Juapisald WL 2k sk(ygeT 12quiedad 61
u10q) [ed ybuisina( equeld : jIyed ybuisimag-eyqieid
, [epa 201a12G paysmbunsiq YSYN +
TepajN 1B 20eds VSYN +
JOUOH JO [epe @ordg [euoissaibuo) <
2 :popieme Ajsnowinyisod
‘ L01
-g LS ‘UOISSIU 37 S} 2PNjOUOD O} P2Npayds semii 210J2q ARIOYs
‘SToqUUIBW MaXD UaA3S [ JO SSOf U Upim ‘21aydsoune s pre au}.
ojul AQua-a1 BULNp sexa] Iano pajeibaiulsip-eIqUINIOD 2NYS
aoedg 2y} uaym ‘g ‘T AIneigaq uo:paimdd0 yoym Iajsesip
elqunjo) amnyg 2oedg ay3 ur paip:euedpey] :yjeaqd .
“A[rwue] 19y Yjim awy juads pueqsny iay pueays ;uge:tg\é\[t;egﬁgq Jea
: - 2y} bulnp sem eIpuj O} isin Jsey s,
=N Zﬁﬁ?at}gtsﬁgjé qli[g‘aq J,nl:t)zuonse pue ‘juawidojanap ABojouyd3}
paoueape ‘@ousids oeds pue ypea:ulipnys: sjuawiliadxa (08
£jTeau p2PNPUOd MBI L} YOTYM xo;%:}fsmaq;p?dxa Ajaeibomni 2u}
papnput sayiqisuodsal sgmeyd) "UoIssiL LQT-S1S P?Jr‘?}‘lll ‘3‘{1
uo eIQUIN[OY) prOIqe adeds 0} paulnjax Ajfeut e(Mey) ‘€00Z 91
Arenuep uQ) 'siaul] MO} uIBu? a[NYS 2Uf UL SR JO A12ACISIP
2002 e 2y se yons swajqoxd [EOIUYO2} PUR SJOT[JUOD Buinpayos
0} anp. pafiejap Ajpajeadar sem uog,ssgu;;.sgtw{glv': éos[(;g g)_g 51) mMaI10
2y 10} Pajoa[as sem _
o }? quSQl,qﬁlu PUODa-.S PP 1:,, I' ' Ll ‘s1oad 1oy
woly preme papads-é yiim paziuBodax sem Yorym: ur-soueuniopad
124 ‘2o1jo jneuoxnse ay ut suogisod 1eaguqoarfoy,fs.pauﬁx_sse sem
euedlex..fSaggAgog Wbyjisod 18-SIS ;oérqualdmoo. :;g:zﬁ l\mms
pue maxd b Jo sampaooid pauyap auy pue sapepiziul 21eMHOS
w sioua: BuiApjuapl AQ epmey) pajerauoxa f[in} uonebysanul
VSVYN Yiuow a4l ¥ -a2yj[eres 2y} -ainyded .'(‘)1* 10(- oejel
puU®R JJ00G UojsuIp Aq ylemaoeds e Buneyissedau-‘pauonaunjet
yoym ayjjereg uepedg ayy Bulsojdap:io} ;;glqt‘suodsax‘. sem-ays 7
¢18-51S Buun( "aoeds Ui sIMoY g/ ¢ ueyy 210w Buibtoy Hu'ea oy

€




, , 4
B Cabmet Minister, Social Welfare and traffic pohcmg,
Government of Maharashtra from 1972 to 1974,

¢ % Cabinet Minister, Public Health and Social Welfare
Government of Maharashtra from 1974 to 1975,

+ Cabinet Minister, Prohibition, Rehabilitation and Cultural

Affairs, Government of Maharashtra from 1975 to 1976,

4 Cabinet Minister, Urban Development and Housing,

Government of Maharashtra from 1982 to 1983, and
' 4 Cabinet Minister, Civil supplies and Social welfare
' Government of Maharashtra from 1983 to 1985. While in the
Opposition, she also served as the Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Asseembly of Maharashtra from July 1979 to Febraury

1980. Sonia Gandhi ‘described her nomination as a "hlstorlc‘

~ occasion” in India's 60th year of independence.

Meira Kumari is an Indian Politician and a five time .-

member of parliament. She was elected unopposed as the first
womar speaker of Loksabha and served from 2009 to-2014.

4 She is a lawyer and a former diplomat. Prior to being a

 member of the 15th Loksabha. She has been elected earlier to

the 8th,11th,12th,and 14th Loksabha. She served as a cabinet

~ minister in the Ministry of social justice and empowerement of
‘Manmohan Singh's congress led Government (2004-09).

Early life : Meira Mumar v.2s born in Arrah, Bihar to the

- Former Deputy Prime minister and prominent Daht Leader,

Jagjivan Ram, and a freedom fighter Indrani devi. She completed

- her M/A and L.L.B at Indraprastha co‘lege and Miranda house
Delhi university. She aiso received an hcnorary doctorate from
Banasthali vidyapith in 2010.
Foreign service : In JLQ'?f‘a eue Jumed the Indlan brelgn
'service and spent her hfe in many countries.
S Political career : Meira kumar en (fed glectoral pohtxcs
~ in 1985 and was elected from Bijnor in up

‘1., * Describe women's rights. (Or) What are the

~ UNIT-4 B
LEGAL ISSUES OF GENDER

women's rights in various walks of life.
Ans. Women during the early Vedic period enjoyed equal

~ status with men in all aspects of life Indian women's position in

society further deteriorated during the medieval period. During
the British Raj' many reformers such as Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar fought for the betterment of women.
Women's rights are the rights and entitlements claimed for
women and girls of many societies worldwide, and formed the
basis to the women's rights movement in the 19th century and
feminist movement during the 20th century. In some countries,

these rights are institutionalized or supported by law, local custom,

and behavior where as in others they may be ignored or
suppressed.

1. Right to Privacy: Right to privacy is spemfxcally a
human as well as fundamental right of a woman. In International
Law, Article 12. of the universal declaration of Human Rights,
1948, says "No one shall be subjected to arbitary interference

- with her privacy, family, home or correspondence, not to attacks

upon her honour and reputation.
Indian Law: In India a right to privacy may be acquired

by virtue of a local custom or grant of special permission. The

right of privacy does not arise from presumption but is a creation
of custom.

- 2. Right to vote or be elected on constitutional -

positions: Right to vote for and to be elected on a constitutional
position has been declared to be a universal right of all adult
tc)itize,ns*of a country, of whatever sex, caste or religion they may
e. :
. Article 21 of the universal declaration of Human
Rights, 1948 declares: "Everyone has the right to take part in
the Government of his country, directly or through freely chosen

representatives.
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of leave. Leave in furthér continuation of 90 days + 60 days is

allowed in case of an illness of the baby when the presence of the -

mother is necessary. Even in case of MTP a woman can get 6
weeks of leave with pay.
Child Marriage Resh'am Act, 1976: Thls Act mcreased

" the age of marriage for girls from 15 to 18 years and for boys
from 18 to 21 years. :
“Parliament Enacted Criminal Law (Amendment)

Act 1983: This Act introduces several reforms concerning the

* punishment for rape, the procedure and the rules of evidence.

Dowry Prohibition (Amendment) Act 1984: This
made far-reaching changes in the principal Act so as to make it
more effective by increasing the perxod of 1mpnsonment and the
amount of fine of the offence.

Family Courts Law 1984: An Act was passed 1984 for
seiting up of family courts in the country with a view to promoting

reconciliation in and securing speedy settlement of disputes
relating to marriage and farnily affalrs and for matters cormected
therewith.

Commission of Sati Prevenfmn Act 1987 The

Commission of Sati {Prevention) Act 1987 was passed by the

Parliament of provide for prevention of Sati and its glormcahon

Pre-natal Diagnostic Te..,gmlques (Regulat:on and

Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994: This Act specifically

prohibits the determination of sex of the fetus. The Act provides -

‘that no laboratory or center or clinic shall conduct any test
including ultrasonography for the purpase of determmmg the sex

. of fetus.

The Marriage (Amem:hx.ent) Act 2@01 . This Act
amended the Hindu Marriage Act, Special Mamage Act, Parsi

- Marriage and Divorce Act, and the code of Criminal Procedure

providing for speedy disposal of application for maintenance, the
ceiling limit for claiming maintenance has been deleted and a

wide discretion has been gwen to the Magistrate towards:

appropriate maintenance.
’ The Protection of Women from Qomestnc Violence

' Act, 2005: This Act guaranteed under the Constitution effective

protection of women's rights. According to this, the victims of

39
violence of any kind are provxded immediate and emergent relief.
This Act is a landmark law that acts as a deterrent and provides
legal resources to the women who are victims of any form of
domestic violence. The Protection of Women form Domestic
Violence Act came into force on 26 October 2006. The Act covers
all forms of physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and economic
abuse that can harm, cause injury to endanger the health, safety
of life, limb or well being either mental or physical of the aggneved |
person.

Compensation to Rape: Vlctlms The Supreme Court
in Delhi Domestic Working Women's Forum Vs. Union of India
and others writ petition (CRL) No, 362/93 had directed the
National Commission for Women to evolve a "Scheme so as to
wipe-out the tears of unfortunate victims of rape." The Supreme
Court observed that having regard to the Directive Principles
contained in the Articles 38 (1) of the Constitution, it was
necessary to set up Criminal Injuries Compensation Board, as
rape victims besides the mental anguish, frequently incur
substantial financial loss and in some cases are too traumatized
to continue in employment. The court further directed that

- compensation for victims shall be ‘awarded by the court on

conviction of the offender and by the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Board whether or not a conviction has taken place.
The Board shall take into account pain, suffering and shock as
well as loss of earnings due to pregnancy and the expenses of
childbirth if this ocurs as a result of rape. Accordingly NCW has
drafted a scheme titled "Relief to and rehabilitation of Rape
Victims". It is porposed to initiate the scheme in the IX Plan. The
budgetary requirements for the scheme in the XI Plan are
estimated as Rs.250 croes.

National Rural Employment Guarantee act, 2005
reserves one third of the jobs for women. Thus the state enacted
several specific and related legislations to protect women against
social discrimination, violence and atrocities.

Committees and Commissions towards Women
Development : Various committees and commissions have
studied the prevailing conditions and recommended to the

government measures to be taken up to improve the situation of
women.
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- equality is needed and important. It has become widely understood

- that promoting gender equality is an essential component of an
effecfive economic and human development strategy. For-example,
World bank (2003) reports: : '
. "There is now a shared understanding within the

development community that development policies and

“actions that fail to take gender inequality into account

and fail to address disparities between males and |
females will law limited effectiveness and serious cost

implications." _
Here are so many reasons for which gender equality is
needed and important for developing an egalitarian society these

could be described as:

1.Human Development Man and woman both afe the -

non - material resources which could play an effective role in any
country for its development. Arab Human Development (2002)

also said that the low empowerment of woman is one of the factors -

that have seriously hampered human development.’ Therefore
gender equality is-needed for human development and for this
‘equal job opportunities should be provided to women.

. 2. To attract top talent A work place is equally
appealing for women and men. Any organization which provides
equal access to both could attract talent pool and will make
progress irrespective of those where equal access

men, a workplace that is not attractive to women risks loosing
the best talent to competitors. e e L

3. For Economic Developmeiit Ge’ndéf éduélity'has V

- positive effects in all spheres of society. When man and women
" - will be able to get equal access especially in employment it will
tend to increase economic development of the country as the

opportunity-increases, more people who were formerly not -

working will be induce to participate in the employment and hence
that majority of the new entrants in the work force leads to
economic development . In the Australian context, the Grattan

" Institute has argued that removing disparities for women to enter
the workforce should be an economic reform priority. -

es not been
given. As woman are increasingly mqre’.highleyéddi:qted then *
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-4. To improve National ductivity a
compgﬁtiveness The world Economichol:::l ﬁ:scftolu‘géi st:'l e
correlation between Country's productivity, competitivene 0n§
gender equality. It is stated that."... ..empowering women ont
a more efficient use of a nation's human talent and . rc Ging
gender inequality enhances productivity and econom

...reducing
ic growth.

5. For optimum utilization of Natural resources

Every nation has its natural resources in bulk. For

of ar?y‘natiOn its natural recourse should be fully ﬁjgngge;zﬁﬁ

possible only and only when both men and women will have e ual

access to use the resources. Because the optimurri utilizaﬁo(rlx of
resources will be possible only when majority of human resourc

will enter in the labour market. e i
6. To Access the resources Inequali i

every aspect -of one's life. It has been fOl?nd ttl?afa £0$l§: (*l:lta(\)iz

limited access to key agriculture resources such as land and new

;Z:t}l}l{)ologies. Incrciasing women ownership of land or access to

izers can result in significa ins in fo ti
reduce levels of hunger. SRR galne T oo prOdUCfloﬁ énd

. 7. To maintain the dignity of Humanbeings‘ In spite
of being men or women we all are human beings. Psychologically
we all feel satisfied, if get equal treatment in all spheres of life

Both men and women feel worthless if don't get the opportunitg;

to work. If we look back, traditionally, women remain busy with

house hold chores, they were not allowed to go outside the home
apd_ eam, that make them feel as worthless and psychologically

dissatisfied. So to maintain the dignity every individual should
be given similar opportunity to work.

4. Narate the division of labour in education write
the division of labour with special refers to (a)
Home (b) School (c) Society (d) Work place (Or)
Expalin the following aspects with reference to
women's (a) Home (b) School (c) Society (d) Work
place.

.~ Women should be given due importance in i
education. They should be entrusted \I?vith special ttl:szkﬁfcidgz.

pf)Slt.lV? re;ults. By doing so, we are not showing gender
discrimination.
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EMPowerment of Adolescent Girls — SABLLA. Around 92 Lakh

to 1.15 crore adolescent girls of 11 to 18 years per annum are

expected to be cover under the scheme during the 11* plan.
Measures to promote Women's Education Various

‘measures have been suggested by the ‘National Committee on

Women’s Education’ for the improvement of girls’ education.

) Providing school facilities, opening of new schools, bringing

schools within easy reach of the children, starting girls’
section in boys’ schools, condensed course for adult women
etc.

ii) - Improvmg the existing schools Appomtment of more -

- qualified and adequate staff including a large number of

women teachers; school mothers in mixed schools provision

of better building and educational equipment and along
with it a wide choice of subjects;
iii) - Making education free : Granting concession in the
‘ form of scholarships to poor and meritorious girl students;
iv): . Effective enforcement of 'compulsoi‘y’educaﬁon and creation
of social climate among the village community to enroll all
girls of school going age;

.v)  Educating public opinion : Teacher - parent co- v

operation, Education of adult women; ,
vi)  Providing other convenience and mducement Such

as adjustment of school timings and vacation to suit local -
needs and conditions, free mid-day meals, free medicaland

health facilities for the school chxldren, establishment of
creches etc;

vii)  Female inspecting offncer : Brining educatlon under'

the charge of women as far as poss1ble both in regard to

teaching as well as inspection and admtmsh'ahon

viii) - Shift system : Where co-education is not acceptable an
alternative is to start separate shifts for boys and girls in the
same school building, so as to avoxd duplication of buildings
and equipments. .

ix)- Guidance service : In order to make the education of

- . girls more purpose and practical effective guidance services

should be provided in all schools as possible;

x)  Appointment of school mothers in mixed schools; -

xi) . Establishment of nursery and pre-primary schools;

- 47

xii) ~Public Co-education Direct co-operation of the public
should be encouraged in the following fields :
a) Establishing private schools;
b) Puiting up school buildings; ;
2. What are the Emerging trends in the field of girls
education and also explain the reservations aspect
of it ?
Ans. The Government of India is committed to wringing
about basic change in the status of women through education. It

- belives that empowerment of women is a critical pre — condition

for their participation in the education process the Major schems/
programmes for empowerment of women are as follows.

1. Mahila Samakhya, (Education for Women’s
Equality), an effective process — oriented women'’s education
and empowerment programme targeting poor, socially
disadvantaged women is now operational in 9 states. Mahila
Samakhya —meaning education for women’ equality — was
launched in 1989 by the Government of India in the states of
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and Karnataka.

Women's collectives of the Mahila Samakhya Prograrnme
address several gender issues, including violence against women.
It run a number of innovative non-formal education programmes
for women and adolescent girls. Mahila' Samakhya (MS) MS
addresses traditional gender imbalances in educational access
and achievement. This involves enabling women (especially from
socially and economically disadvantaged and marginalized
groups) to address and deal with problems of isolation. and lack
of self-confidence, oppressive social customs and struggle for

- survival, all of which inhibit their empowerment. Today, Mahila

Samakhya is active is 12,000, villages, over 60 districts in 9 states
including Bihar, where UNICEF and Mahila Samakhya have been
partners for a long time.

- The guiding principle of the programme is the centrality of
education in empowering women to achieve basic equality. It
strives to make women aware, empowered, capable and self-
reliant. Mahila Samakhya has been particularly successful in
targeting out-of-school girls by working with the community to
create learning opportunities in alternative centres, residential
camps and early childhood development centres.
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course. Literature. History, Geography and Elementary Science

together with Elementary Mathematics should, of course, be

- included in their syllabus in order to extend their intellectual horizon |
and to equip them with the fundamentals of modern knowledge. .
At the middle school stage and specially at the secondary .

stage, there is need for separate curriculum for boys and girls.

- This however does not imply a totally different courses of studies,

but indicates merely an improvement of the existing courses, either

- by suitable changes within them or by inclusion of subjects more
‘useful for girls. Steps should be taken to provide a number of

electives so that - girls may choose subjects according to their
individual tests and aptitudes and in keeping with career wish to
take up in later life. There should be separate subjects such as
home science, hygiene, needle work, singing, fine arts, painting,
dancing, music etc. The diversification at this stage should also
include some pre-vocational education which would help girls to
choose such career as that of a gramsevika, a social worker, a
mid-wife, a health visitor; a nurse, a craft teacher etc.

In higher education subjects should not be compulsory for
women. The above motioned subjects should be there in a bit

- modified from so that the girls may choose the subjects according
- to their interest and ability. Besides, a gitl, by the time she reaches

college, especially in the new system of multipurpose schools,

- should know enough both from home and school about the

essentials of domestic science and her three years in college should

~ devoted to specialisation of some form of career. It is therefore
essential that the should not be forced to study domestic science -

with her other subjects but that domestic science should be a
choice. However, there is great need for the simplification of the
existing courses at the primary and middle stages. This aspect of
the problem should, therefore, be thoroughly examined in the light
of the general consideration suggested in the report..
Women’ education should primarily be at equipping them

- properly - with all that modern knowledge may give for realising
intelligently their national ideal of motherhood. Their education -

must be so devised as may instil into them, in the first place, as a
good housewife, regard for consequent loyalty to their national

- ideals of purity, simplicity, self-sacrifice, motherly tenderness and

love, untiring patience and contentment. Secondly is should

51

develop their intellectual faculties so that they may tackle the

various problem connected with their domestic and social life.

Thirdly, their education becomes a necessity for their livelihood.
Thus Gender is an influence factor in course choices. A

part from the different courses specially run for girls the girls are

opting some courses where in the boys will be given due
importance. This is because of the advancement in the community
as well as the ideas of girls. The parents are also supporting and
encourasing the girls for such courses. ‘

. Finally we can come to a conclusion that Gender influences
in the selection of courses for girls.

4. Discuss the women empowerment through girls
education. What is its need. How is it concerned
with National development.

‘Women Empowerment : Women empowerment is the
ability to direct and control one’s own life.
In other words, empowerment of women means equipping

women to be economically Independent, Self-reliant, have a

‘positive self- esteem to enable them to face any difficult situation,

and make them capable of participating in developmental
activities. . : ’ '

According to D.B.Rao “Empowerment is a movirg state; It
is continuum that varies in degree of power. It is relative ... one
can move from an extreme state of absolute lack of power to the
other extreme of having absolute power.

Indications of Empowerment : Empowerment is a
complex issue with varying interpretations in a different societal,
National and Cultural contents. '

At the level of the Individual woman and her household,
empowerment is : 4 Self — confidence and self esteem
involvement of women in Non-traditional tasks + Existence of
women organizations 4 Awareness of her social and political
rights

Need for women Empowerment : 4 Improvements in
attitude to women'’s role in the house hold and community <
Increasing women’s participation in household decisions

- 4 Enhancing perceptions of women contribution to housé old

Income and family welfare. 4 The ultimate level of equality and

~empowerment; a balance of power between women and men in

a sharing approach.
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